[Prosthetic replacement of the ureters].
The aim of this study is to demonstrate the reliability of silicone prosthesis for the replacement of ureters. This prosthesis derives from the biliary prosthesis developed after a personal experimental study continued by Triboulet. In 38 patients suffering from a malignant disease, a right silicone prosthesis was used for the replacement of an ureter during a 20-year period. There were 30 female and eight male patients. The mean age was 71 (range: 51-88 years). Forty one prostheses were used; one patient underwent two successive operations on the same side with a change of prosthesis, and two patients required a bilateral prosthesis. There were 12 gynaecological carcinomas (three with ureteral fistula), three prostatic carcinomas, 16 cancers of the rectum and recto-sigmoid junction, four cancers of the right colon with retroperitoneal carcinomatosis, and three ureteral fistulas after extended colonic resection. Early complications were limited to ureteral fistulas (n = 6, 16%) in patients who had already a preoperative fistula (n = 3) and in patients with peritoneal metastases on the superior wall of the bladder. The secondary destruction of the kidney (four secondary nephrectomies) occurred when the function of the kidney was already impaired at the time of the procedure. There were no secondary fistulas, no secondary obstruction of the prosthesis. The longest follow-up was 69 months. The silicone prostheses used for the replacement of ureters are reliable and still permeable beyond 5 years. The protection of the renal function in patients often submitted to chemotherapy improves the duration and quality of survival. These prostheses must be reserved to advanced malignant diseases with a rather long life expectancy.